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Many countries around the world are affected by
persistent or recurring crises. The transitional develop-
ment assistance provided by the BMZ strengthens the

resilience of the hardest-hit people and local structures.

As an instrument of crisis management, it bridges the

gap between acute humanitarian assistance, long-
term development cooperation and peacebuilding.
Transitional development assistance supports people
and institutions to manage and prevent crises on
their own.
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Linking humanitarian assistance
and development

Since 2019, the Federal Foreign Office and the
BMZ have been integrating humanitarian
assistance with transitional development
assistance in a so-called nexus project. It aims
to improve livelihoods for the local
population and prevent a resurgence of
violent conflict. In Ninewa, Deutsche
Welthungerhilfe is rehabilitating sanitation
and hygiene facilities and is improving access
to drinking water along with long-term
reconstruction. With BMZ funds, GIZ
rehabilitates agricultural land in a resource-
friendly way and the population is being
trained to cultivate it. In this way, Deutsche
Welthungerhilfe covers immediate needs of
the returnees and the host communities
while also creating economic prospects. With
the outbreak of the Covid-19 pandemic, a
new hospital ward was built in Sinjar and
local authorities were supported in infection
control.
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Social reconstruction

GIZ provides comprehensive support to the
population in Ninewa by promoting the local
economy, strengthening social cohesion and
rebuilding public infrastructure. In particular,
returnees, women and young people receive
temporary cash for their work, as well as
education and training in order to find long-
term employment. In addition, GIZ strengthens
the capacities of the population for peaceful
conflict management and supports the
negotiation of local peace agreements. The
communities themselves decide which
infrastructure is going to be rebuilt. The
construction of a new road, for example, enables
people to return home and thus promotes
peaceful and inclusive communities.
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Rebuilding infrastructure

Norwegian Refugee Council (NRC) and
German Development Bank KfW are
supporting the population in reestablishing
agricultural production and trade structures.
In doing so, they are particularly improving
the livelihoods of internally displaced persons
and Iraqi refugees who have returned to the
devastated communities of Anbar and Salah-
Al Din. In addition, support is provided to
people who were not displaced during the
armed conflict yet are struggling as they
rebuild their lives. NRC provides affected
farmers with access to supplies and
equipment and supports them with
education and training. In order to further
boost employment, NRC also supports
business start-ups in the agricultural sector.
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