
SAHEL

Many countries around the world are affected by 
persistent or recurring crises. The transitional develop-
ment assistance provided by the BMZ strengthens the 
resilience of the hardest-hit people and local structures. 
As an instrument of crisis management, it bridges the 

gap between acute humanitarian assistance, long- 
term development cooperation and peacebuilding. 
Transitional development assistance supports people 
and institutions to manage and prevent crises on  
their own.

Transitional development 
 assistance

http://www.bmz.de
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Food security and 
nutrition 

The five Sahel countries of Mauritania, Mali, 
Burkina Faso, Niger and Chad are affected by high 
levels of food insecurity and political instability. 
The situation is being exacerbated by the effects 
of environmental and climate change such as 

worsening drought, violent extremism, complex 
conflicts and the COVID-19 pandemic. Engage-
ment in the Sahel has been a regional priority area 
for transitional development assistance since 
2018. It focuses on four areas in strengthening the 
resilience of people and local structures: food 
security and nutrition, disaster risk management, 
social security and strengthening social cohesion. 
The BMZ’s transitional development assistance 

portfolio comprises 39 ongoing projects with a 
total budget of over EUR 692 million.

5,43 million  
people in the Sahel have 
already been reached.

8.7 million  
people are affected by acute food  
insecurity.

1.2 million  
children are malnourished.

(RPCA March 2021/OCHA April 2021)



Natural hazards

Over 14 million  
 people were  
affected by  
drought and 

1.2 million  
by flooding.

(OCHA December 2020/EM-DAT, figures from 2020)
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Share of the budget attributable to each 
implementing partner with ongoing projects

Who
are our implementing partners?

Who
have we reached since 2016?

Non-governmental 
organisations

10 % 

GIZ
13 %

WFP
49 %

UNICEF
28 %

Total budget over 

692  
million 

EURViolence
There have been over 17,000 
violence-related deaths since 
2018.

As such, the death toll has 

risen 2.5-fold since 2018.

(*Figure from 2020, ACLED 2021) What
have we achieved since 2016? 

430,000 
people prepare themselves 
better for disasters. 

2 million
people are eating nourishing  
meals more frequently.

33,000
people have improved access 
to education and safe learning 
conditions.

287,000 
people are strengthening  
social cohesion. 

2.12 mil.

349,000 Members of host 
communities

39,000 

57,000

500,000 

475,000 

457,000 Pregnant women and 
lactating mothers

* Individuals can be assigned to several target 
groups: A child who is also internally displaced is 
named in these two target groups.

The transitional development assistance in the 
Sahel strengthens the resilience of particularly 
vulnerable population groups, among others:

Infants

Children

Youth

Refugees

Internally displaced 
persons

(UNFPA 2021/ UNICEF)

of young people 
are not in 
 employment, 
further educa-
tion or training.

of children do  
not receive any 
 primary 
 education.

48 %

42 %

Children and 
young people

(ILO 2017–18/ UNFPA 2021)

0–14
45 %
15–24

20 %

573,000
people have improved access to  
clean water and sanitation as well as 
basic hygiene practices (WASH). 

130,000
people support gender  
equality. 
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Examples
of our work in the Sahel region

The United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) and United Nations Children‘s Fund (UNICEF)

Improving food security and nutrition, securing livelihoods 
Launched in 2018 in cooperation with WFP, the Sahel Resilience 
Initiative is aiming to improve food security, nutrition and liveli-
hoods in the five Sahel countries in a participatory and sustainable 
manner. Since 2019, the initiative has been complemented by a 
UNICEF programme entitled Building Resilience in the Sahel in 
Mali, Mauritania and Niger, focusing on food security and nutrition, 
education, WASH and child protection.

Strengthening social protection 
WFP and UNICEF have been strengthening the social 
protection systems in Mali, Mauritania and Niger as part of a 
joint programme since 2020. The socio-economic damage 
caused by the COVID-19 pandemic is being mitigated through 
transfer payments, while food security and nutrition, disaster 
risk management and local health care services – especially 
for children – are being bolstered.

Arbeiter-Samariter-Bund (ASB) 

Promoting employment and economic development
ASB has been improving access to new educational and 
employment opportunities for adolescents and young adults 
in Niger‘s Tahoua region since 2020. The project is creating 
local jobs, thus making an important contribution to economic 
development. People who have been displaced and those in 
host communities, in particular, now have better socio -
economic opportunities. ASB is strengthening food security 
and nutrition by giving herders access to an exchange and 
training platform and securing access to drinking water for 
both people and animals.

Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) 

Reducing disaster risks, strengthening social cohesion
GIZ has been supporting communities affected by starvation, 
malnutrition and climate shocks in Tahoua and Zinder in Niger 
since November 2020. The project is implementing a 
 programme that complements the Sahel Resilience Initiative, 
supporting local communities to engage in disaster risk 
management. For example, local farmers, herders and trades-
people are being better prepared for extreme weather events. 
GIZ is helping women and young people in particular to acquire 
new skills to increase their employment opportunities. The 
project is strengthening social cohesion through dialogue 
processes for non-violent conflict resolution.

Peaceful and inclusive 
communities

Education

Water, sanitation and hygiene Disaster risk management

Mental health and psychosocial support 
(MHPSS)

Child protection

Income and 
employment

Food security and 
nutrition 
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